AU

Standard 10.5 Students analyze
the causes and course of the First
World War.



Albania lfemnined neutral

Bulgaria joins central powers 6-Oct-1915

Greece joins allied powers 27-Jun-1917

e

Montenegro | initial allied power

Romania joins allied powers 27-Aug-1916

Serbia initial allied power

The Balkans
1914




| war in Europe |« < WORLD WARI >

e

Causes .| Intense arms

b 4 L}
Intense Nationalism heightened
rivalries and tensions among
European countries

i \
Much of Central/Eastern Europe

was controlled by empires that
included several nationality groups

W \Y

Many of these groups wanted
to form their own nations.

race in Europe

i

Helped military
leaders achieve more
power and influence

Central Powers

B

European nations
made alliances with
one another for mutal
self-defense.

-

These alliances
required many nations
to go to war to protect
their alliance partners

Allies

Assassination of

Germany, The Ottoman
Empire, and Austria-Hungary

Great Britain,
France, Italy,

Archduke Franz=
Ferdinand

-

Heir to the throne of the
Austria-Hungary Empire.

+

Austria-Hungary
declared war on Serbia.

Russia, and
several smaller
nations.




1917-Over-ambitious aims, bad weather, and bad One of the biggest slaughters
Germans were stopped judgments led to horrific losses. Total casualties in military history

for this one battle reached over 250,000

i 1

Paris was saved, and Soldiers did not follow orders,
trench warfare began 1915-First use of poison Gas artillery bombardment did not
dislodge German wire or
T 1 destroy machine-gun posts
Caused panic in the French Army who = T
: 1914-attempt by the British to
rushed from Paris to halt attack. b :
‘ stop the advances of Germans Huge failure
['Y T
1914- Germany army advancing “Big Push” attack across
through Belgium and northern France. Battle of Ypres river Somme by British
A y
Battle of the Marme /’Wr Battles of WWI Battle of the Somme
1918-G: hed agai Battle of Verdun
eHEnS pustot et Battle of Cambrai l
1 Most brutal battle of WWI
The four years in between had cost British launched the first full- l
hundreds of thousands of lives and scale offensive with the tank.
the armies were still exactly where Nearly 1,000,000 soldiers
they were when they started l died at this battle alone
l 476 tanks charged towards l
Stalemate due to trench warfare German lines. Success surprised No new advantage had
both sides and Bl’ljtlsh were not been gained by either side
prepared for the victory.




Neutrality: not choosing sides

U.S. took an official

Ties between the US and the Allies
became closer when the US
government lent the Allies $2 billion.

e

position of neutrality

1

< United States NeutrahD

The American people were divided
to which side they would support

German-Americans were

- - K
sympathetic to their homeland =

Due to the common
heritage shared by the
United States and Great
Britain, most Americans
favored the Allies

\

Sinking of the Lusitania
(English) and Sussex (French)

-

Both passenger ships

-

Sunk by German U-boats

1-

more merchant ships
without warning

The Sussex Pledge [*

President Wilson demanded that
German gove.a _=nt abandon
submarine wartare or risk war
with the Unit=d States




In 1916, Wilson first tried to find
a peaceful solution to the war.

Zimmerman note

January 1917, Germany
resumed unrestricted
submarine warfare.

-

In response the United
States ended diplomatic
relations with Germany

and armed merchant ships

v

Secret note by German foreign
minister Arthur Zimmerman

v

Germany sought an alliance
with Mexico in the event the
United States declared war

Sinking of four
American merchant

April 2, 1917, Wilson asked
Congress to declare war on
Germany.

ships without warning

. iy

i

Germany in return
would help Mexico
regain land they had lost
to the United States

e e e e e s




Wilson’s Fourteen Points

-

“principle of justice to all peoples™

-

Included proposals to eliminate
general causes of war through
disarmament, freedom of the
seas, and open diplomacy
instead of secret agreements

< Ending of the War >

l

The treaty did include
the establishment of
the League of Nations

It addressed the right of people
to live under a government of
their own choosing

4

Proposed an international

League of INations

peacekeeping organization

These amendments

L

were to protect
nation’s freedom to
act independertly

Senate rejected the
treaty to join the
League of Nations
without amendments

Peace Plan

-

Treaty of Versailles

-

Dominated by the
United States, Britain,
France, and Ttaly

|

Was not ratified by the
United States

-

The United States
negotiated a separate
peace treaty with each
of the Central Powers




The Human and Financial Costs of World War |

Human Casualties

Financial and Economic Costs

Russia
12 million troops

11 million troops

8.90 million troops
3.19 million casualties

8.41 million troops

5.61 million troops
2.19 million casualties

United States
4.35 million troops
323,018 casualties

Austria-Hungary

7.8 million troops

Germany

$51.98 billion

$49.88 billion

United States :

Austria-Hungary |

$21.60 billion

$18.14 billion

Troops Mobilized and Casualties (in millions)

Source: Encyclopedia Britanica

Ottoman Empire Ottoman Empire B The Allies
2.85 million troops . Central Powers
975,000 casualties $3.45 billion -
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 8 g .18 N 10 20 30 40 50 60

Financial Costs (In billions of dollars)

Source: Randal Gray, Chronicle of the First World War, Vol. Il: 1917-1921
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